THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
whose genuineness I soon became fully convinced. He was a
young German count whose identity was vouched for by a
member of the Prussian Legation. Moreover, there were no
smartnesses at all in his talk. He had <a long row of ancestors,
whom he traced back for several hundred years. He was
greatly impressed with the importance of this fact, and
thought it would weigh heavily in securing him a position in
our army. If he could only have an " audience " with the Pres-
ident, and lay his case before him, he believed the result could
not be doubtful. He pursued me so arduously with the request
for a, personal introduction to Mr. Lincoln, that at last I suc-
cumbed and promised to introduce him, if the President per-
mitted. The President did permit. The count spoke English
moderately well, and in his ingenuous way he at once explained
to Mr. Lincoln how high the nobility of his family was, and
that they had been counts so-and-so many centuries. " Well,"
said Mr. Lincoln, interrupting him, "that need not trouble
you. That will not be in your way, if you behave yourself as a
soldier." The poor count looked puzzled, and when the audi-
ence was over, he asked me what in the world the President
could have meant by so strange a remark.

Another saying of Mr. Lincoln, of a similar kind, made
the rounds at the time, and was very much enjoyed. I cannot
vouch for the truth of the anecdote, but it is so strikingly Lin-
colnesque that there is a strong probability in its favor. I have
never seen it mentioned anywhere, and so I may be pardoned
for inserting it here. It was to this effect: An Englishman,
who had traveled far and wide over the United States, called
upon Mr. Lincoln, and told him of the impressions he had re-
ceived of various parts of the country. Speaking of social
conditions and habits, he said, among other things, that to his
astonishment he had heard that many gentlemen in America
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